CUrriculum vitae
Valeriu Prohniţchi
EDUCATION:
· September 2008 – April 2010, Department of Mathematics, State University of Moldova, MA in Mathematical Modeling of Economic Processes; 

· September 1995 – June 2000, Academy of Economic Studies of Moldova, Finance Department, BA in Economics and Finance;
ADDITIONAL EDUCATION:

· August 2010, Course on General Computable Equilibrium Models with the Kiel Institute for the Global Economy, Germany;
· July 2010, Course on Micro-Simulations of the Policy Impact with the Kiel Institute for the Global Economy, Germany;
· October 2002 - June 2003, Oxford University, Mansfield College, Oxford, UK, Certificate of Research Scholarship in Institutional Economics; 

· September 1998-June 2000, Multi-disciplinary study program for gifted students, Certificate in political analysis and research;
WORK EXPERIENCE:
Period: January 2005 – present

Company: EXPERT-GRUP independent think-tank, Republic of Moldova (www.expert-grup.org)

Position: Executive director
Key duties:

· Organization strategic management;

· General institutional coordination;

· Specific projects management;

· Developing and monitoring implementation of the economic and social research methodology;

· Conducting economic research in the following areas: macroeconomics, public finance, labor market, foreign trade and many others;

· Conducting public policy research and advocacy;

· Responsible for communication of the institution with external stakeholders;

· Coordinate the Expert-Grup key publications:

· Moldova Economic Growth Analysis (biannual economic review, issues 1-4);

· Republic of Moldova: State of the Country Reports (biennial country assessment, issues for the year 2007 and 2009);

· Real Economy (monthly economic and policy review, issues 1-18);

Period: June 2001 – October 2002; (break for Oxford University research scholarship) June 2003 – November 2004;
Company: IDIS Viitorul think-tank

Position: Economic researcher
Key duties:

· Regional economic analysis;

· Public finance analysis; 
· Economic forecast, 
· Sectors-level and institutional analysis, small projects management;

Period: February 2001 – May 2001

Company: Moldindconbank JSC (Commercial bank)
Position: Economist with the Bank Strategy and Analysis Division
Key duties:

· Analysis of the risks in the bank activity;
· Development of a computer-model for risks assessment and forecast;
· Macroeconomic and industry analysis;

SPECIFIC POLICY CONSULTANCY EXPERIENCE (as both affiliated and individual policy consultant):

Period: March – May 2011;

Customer: World Bank;

Assignment: Review of the Political Economy Aspects of Reforming Energy Prices in Moldova;
Specific tasks performed: 

· Analyze the context of the political economy aspects of the tariffs  reform in Moldova; 

· Analyze the population/ consumers perceptions, attitudes, and coping mechanisms that shape the political economy of the reform;

Period: February 2011;

Customer: UNDP;

Assignment: peer-review the “Aid for Trade Needs Assessment for the Republic of Moldova” report;
Specific tasks performed: 

· Carefully read and assess the report for commenting on its relevance on the human development in Moldova;
· Suggest necessary changes and statistical updates;

Period: November 2010 – January 2011;

Customer: World Bank;

Assignment: Analysis of the Political Economy Implications of the European Integration of Republic of Moldova;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Map out the national elites preferences regarding the European integration vector (including defining the elites, factoring in the results of the presidential elections, and potential coalitions);

· Assess the underlying demand from the general population in the context of the existing social contract; 

· Identify the main winners and the losers of the Moldova’s European choice and their relative power and voice; 

· Analyze various groups’ perception of the “depth” of the Moldova’s European choice.  

Period: September – November 2010;

Customer: Ecorys;

Assignment: Moldova: Constraints to Growth Analysis;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Coordinate the project;

· Advise the researchers on indicators used and constraints analysis methodology;

· Peer-review the interim and final reports.
Period: June – July 2010;

Customer: UNDP;

Assignment: Update the Moldova National MDG Report 2010;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Review the report with the purpose of updating the analysis;

· Update the statistical data and indicators;

· Consult the final version of the report with the relevant national and international stakeholders;

Period: December 2009 – January 2010;

Customer: Addvances Ltd., Romania;

Assignment: Contribute to the development of the Chisinau municipality anti-crisis plan;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Preparing the municipal budget analysis; 
· Doing the municipal budget mid-term forecast;

· Proposing a set of policy recommendations to mitigate the financial crisis impact on the municipal budget;
Period: November 2009;

Customer: ADEPT non-governmental organization, Moldova;

Assignment: Contribute to the Governance Priorities 2010 publication;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Analysis of key evolutions and current state of the investment climate in Moldova;
· Compare the Moldova’s situation with other relevant countries from the region;
· Write a brief report on the main findings with recommendations for Moldovan government;
Period: November – December 2009;

Customer: Competitiveness Enhancement and Exports Development Project, Moldova;

Assignment: Contributed to the development of a Moldova Competitiveness;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Assessed Economic Sectors Competitiveness indicators; 

· Provided and analyzed statistical data about the structure of the Moldovan economy to assist CEED in identifying emerging economic (sub)sectors that are or can become internationally competitive;

Period: July 2009, and July 2010;

Customer: Swiss Development Cooperation;

Assignment: Update the SDC Moldova Monitoring System with forecasts for the years 2010 and 2011 accordingly;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Analysis of Moldova Development-Relevant Changes in 10 policy areas;
· Write an executive report on implications of the analysis for the SDC work in Moldova;

· Advise on necessary changes in the SDC strategy;
Period: February – April 2009;

Customer: Competitiveness Enhancement and Exports Development Project, Moldova;

Assignment: Assist the Association of the ICT private companies;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Contributed to the development of the Moldovan ICT sector White Book; 

· Analyzed statistical data to identify and forecast market and sector development trends

Period: January-March 2009;

Customer: Swiss Development Cooperation;

Assignment: Assessment of the SDC strategy in Moldova;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Coordinating and conducting final internal assessment of the SDC strategy in Moldova;

Period: January 2009;

Customer: UNDP Moldova;

Assignment: Peer review of the Diagnostic studies and Development Strategies of the Nisporeni, Soldanesti, Rezina, Calarasi and Straseni developed as part of the Integrated Local Development Project;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Review and check the relevance of the economic analysis;
· Comment on proposed Development Strategies, with an emphasis on feasibility of the Plans of Actions; 

Period: December 2008 – January 2009;

Customer: Association of Independent Press, Moldova;

Assignment: Assist the Association in the initiated legislative campaign;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Conducted economic expertise of the law amendment proposals with the purpose of improving the legislative and regulatory environment of media in Moldova; 

· Participated to developing and discussing of the draft law on privatization of the local media and the draft law on state support to the process;

Period: January – November 2009;

Customer: UNPD Moldova;

Assignment: National Human Development Report 2009 “Climate Change in Republic of Moldova: Socio-Economic Impact and Policy Options for Adaptation”;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Coordinated the overall process of research and writing;

· Contributed with two chapters on Impact of climate change on Agricultural sector and Impact of climate change on Transport sector;

· Organized consultations of the Report with a large number of stakeholders;

· Participated to the presentation of the Report.

Period: April – June 2007;

Customer: Ministry of Economy of Moldova;

Assignment: Consultancy for the National Development Strategy;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Conducting economic and social analysis of the Moldova’s districts: Edinet, Sangerei, Ungheni, Rezina, Leova, Causeni and UTA Gagauzia;

· Prepared and delivered 7 district-level SME Development Strategies for the seven districts.

Period: October 2010;

Customer: Moldova Soros Foundation;

Assignment: Assessment of the implications of an economic reform proposed by the Moldovan government;

Specific tasks performed: 

· In cooperation with an international consultant evaluate the proposed reform of introducing zero-rate tax on reinvested corporate income, fiscal amnesty and capital legalization; 
· Write a report;
· Engage in public presentation and advocacy campaign.
Period: June – September 2007;

Customer: International Development Ireland;

Assignment: Consultancy for the Regional Development Program;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Providing policy analysis services and assistance for the preparation of two chapters of the National Development Plan, the economic competitiveness and the human resources development.

Period: June – August 2006;

Customer: Risk-Monitor Bulgaria;

Assignment: Analysis of the budgetary transparency in Moldova;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Assess how conducive is the legal framework for fiscal transparency;

· Analyze the key constraints in the budgetary process and budgetary systems in Moldova;
· Prepare a report on key aspects of budgetary transparency in Moldova.

Period: August 2005 - November 2006;

Customer: UNDP Moldova;

Assignment: National Human Development Report 2006 “Quality of Economic Growth and its Impact on the Human Development”;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Coordinate the overall process of NHDR writing;

· Contribute with economic research to the report;

· Ensure communication with all relevant stakeholders;

· Participate in the public presentations of the NHDR findings.

Period: June – August 2006;

Customer: International Labor Organization;

Assignment: Consultancy for preparation of the National Strategy for Labor Employment Policy for 2007-2015;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Coordinate the project;

· Contribute to the Strategy draft;

· Discuss the draft with all relevant  stakeholders;

· Refine the Strategy with the results of the public discussions;

Period: January – December 2005;

Customer: UNDP;

Assignment: Consultancy for preparation UNDAF/ADR process;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Analysis of the country’s economic constraints and opportunities;

· Advise the UNDP on key priorities in the area of regional and economic development;

Period: September 2005;

Customer: “Consultancy and Credit in Agriculture” non-governmental organization;

Assignment: Consultancy for preparation of the regional labor markets report;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Analysis of the labor market conditions in five Moldovan regions (Chisinau, Balti, Ungheni, Sangerei and Orhei);

· Identify working opportunities in each region;

· Identify risks and obstacles for the entry of the youth on the labor market;

· Propose a set of tools and stimuli for the employers to hire more youth;

· Make recommendations to the Ministry of Education for updating curricula of the regional establishments of vocational education;

Period: February – June 2004;

Customer: Forum of Women Organizations of Moldova;

Assignment: Consultancy for preparation of the Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy of Moldova;

Specific tasks performed: 

· Analysis of the EGPRSP macroeconomic and institutional environment;

LANGUAGE SKILLS:

Romanian: native
English, Russian - fluent
French - good
MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES:
Member of the National Council for Participation of Moldova;

Member of the Collegial Board of the Ministry of Finance, Moldova

OTHER SKILLS:
Full computer literacy;

Advanced skills in organizational management;

Advanced skills in strategic and policy planning;
Advanced public communication skills;
PUBLICATIONS (links to or copies of some publications are available upon request):
· “Monetarist theory in economic policy of the Republic of Moldova”, Economica revue, vol. 3, 1997.

· “The problem of balance of payments equilibrium and the correlation between the internal and external economic disequilibria”, Collection of reports presented to the 5-th Students conference of the Academy of Economic Studies of Moldova, 1998.

· “Stability or upheaval?”, “Curentul Nou” revue, nr.1, 1999.

· “A new economic gun: the case of fuel and energy”, “Curentul Nou” revue, nr.1, 1999.

· “Causality and psychology in economics”, “Curentul Nou” revue, nr.2, 1999.

· “Stages of the financial liberalization of the bank system”, “Curentul Nou” revue, nr.3, 1999.

· “Monetary policy of the Moldovan Central Bank – a monetarist vision”, “Curentul Nou”, nr.3, 1999.

· Chapter IV „Transparency and Public Relations” and Chapter VIII „Local Public Finances” in „Mayor Guidelines”, coordinator dr. hab. Victor Popa, „Viitorul” Foundation, „Arc”, 2001.

· “Moldova’s integration into the European Union: geoeconomic actions and implications”, study conducted for the Public Policies Institute, Chişinău, 2000.

· “Geoeconomic comparison of the CIS and EU”, “Economist”, nr. 874 (1900), June 11, 2001, (Supplement „Applicative and theoretic economy”, nr. 238).

· “Economic security of the small state. Notes for the Republic of Moldova”. Study conducted for the Public Policies Institute, Chişinău, 2001.

· “A comparative Review of Economic Indicators of CIS and EU: View from Republic of Moldova”, Anthology of Comparative Studies, (nr. 1 – Moldova and Georgia), Tbilisi, 2001.

· „Analysis of the perspectives of the Moldova’s European integration”, co-author with Elena Prohniţchi, research conducted with Public Policies Institute.
· “Institutional and Economic Context of Corruption”, IDIS Viitorul, February 2004;

· Coordinator of the first issue of the “Economic Statewatch: quarterly analysis and forecast”, published by IDIS Viitorul;

· “Poverty in Moldova, a synthesis of the literature”, research conducted for DFID, 2004;

· “Moldovan Poverty in retrospect”, desk research conducted for the UNDP and IPP, 2003;

· “Perspectives of the Poverty in Moldova”, desk research conducted for the UNDP and IPP, 2003;

· “Private sector in Moldova: struggling to survive”, desk research prepared for the United Nations Development Program in Moldova, August September 2004.

· “Assessment of the Investment Legal Framework in Moldova”, report for Coalition for Rural Development.

· “Economic context of the mass media development”, a research conducted for the Independent Centre of Journalism, December 2004 - January 2005

· Editing monthly issues of the Business and Economic Review, publication of the EXPERT-GRUP, since January 2005.

· Co-author of the analytic research „Energy security of Republic of Moldova in the context of European integration”, February 2007.

· Coordinator of the economic part of the quarterly publication “Euromonitor”, edited quarterly by the Analytic Center EXPERT-GRUP and Association for Participative Democracy ADEPT since January 2006.
· Coordinator of the “Real Economy” monthly review published by the Expert-Grup think-tank, published monthly since January 2008.
· Coordinator of the publication “Moldova: State of the Country Report”, published in March 2008 and February 2010.
· Co-author of the “Analysis of the Investment Attractiveness of the Moldovan Regions”, Chisinau, 2010, Expert-Grup.
· Editor of the “Moldova Economic Growth Analysis” bi-annual economic review published by the Expert-Grup since September 2009.
· “Factors of Poverty in Moldova”, in the Baltic Rim Economies, edited by Turku University, Finland, issue no.2, March 2011.
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